art gallery of st. albert

2018
exhibi tion

catalogue

Director/Curator and Writer: Jenny Willson-McGrath
Publication Design: Rona-Marie Harvey
Contributors: Ann Ramsden, Alison Prsa, Suellen Pineau, Isabel Onaba
Printed in Canada by McCallum Printing Group, Inc.
Front Cover: Wei Li, Long Way Home, acrylic and oil on canvas,
40 x 60”, 2017.
Table of Contents Credits: The Prairies, the Maritimes and a Few Lakes
exhibition view; Sturgess Architecture, Gallery expansion concept art;
Jaime Laventure, Robot (detail), linocut print, 15 x 17 cm; Wei Li, Reunion
(detail), acrylic and oil on canvas, 40 x 60”, 2017; Noah Dewitt (Elsa Zahar
Memorial Award Winner 2017), What’s Up (detail), Sharpie on paper, 2017;
Gerri Harden, Bees (installation work in progress); Jeff Wilson, Commercial
Lane (detail), acrylic, 72 x 48”, 2015; Leah Dorion, Dancing Women (detail),
acrylic on canvas with mica flakes, 60 x 48”, 2007, Members of the
St. Albert Quilter’s Guild, Memorial Quilt: Sunshine and Shadows (detail),
fibre, 2016; Step Right Up (2016 Fundraiser).
Photographic Credits: Contents page and page 5: Robot, photograph by
Janice Easton; Page 5: Friendship is Like Glass, photograph by Paul Freeman;
Undergrowth, photograph by Paul Freeman; Page 13: Serious Apparitions
(installation view), photograph by Frau Babic; Contents page, message from
Director/Curator page and page 15: Leah Dorion artwork photographs by
Peter Beszterda Photography; Contents page: Fundraiser photograph by
Russell Bingham; Page 18: Fundraiser photographs by Russell Bingham and
Pause Photography.
Unless otherwise stated, all exhibition and event photographs are courtesy of
Art Gallery of St. Albert.

Art Gallery of St. Albert
#100, 6D Perron Street, St. Albert AB T8N 1E4 (temporary address)
Hours: Tuesday–Saturday, 10am–5pm, Thursday 10am–8pm
www.artgalleryofstalbert.ca

Credits & Acknowledgements: Art Gallery of St. Albert would like to thank
the many artists who contributed to this publication by providing images,
interviews and artistic statements pertaining to their artistic practice.
All artwork photographs are credited to the artists unless otherwise
stated herein.
Sponsors: Art Gallery of St. Albert gratefully acknowledges the major annual
support it receives from the City of St. Albert and Alberta Foundation for
the Arts.

Publication © Arts and Heritage Foundation of St. Albert 2017
No part of this publication may be produced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in
any forms or by any means electronic, mechanical, via photocopying, recording, or otherwise,
without the prior written consent of the copyright owner.
ISBN: 978-0-9880646-5-2

2018
e x hib i t i o n
catalogue

art gallery
of st. albert

Contents
1

3

5

7

9

Message from Director/ Curator
Jenny Willson-McGrath

Gallery Expansion

Retinal Circus
February 1–March 31

Inside Out
April 5–28

High Energy 23
May 3–June 2

Nina Haggerty Collective

Wei Li

St. Albert High Schools

11

13

15

17

18

18

Birds, Bees and Ambergris
June 7–July 28

Changing the Landscape
August 2–September 8

Dancing the Earth
October 6–November 10

Guilded: Around the Block
November 15–January 26

Programming

Light up the Night
2018 Fundraiser
February 24

Gerri Harden

Viktor Brim
Matthew Allan Clarke
Jeff Wilson
Leah Dorion

St. Albert Place Visual Arts Council Members

Message from
Director/Curator

Jenny Willson-McGrath

2018 is set to be an exhilarating and moving year for the
Art Gallery (pun intended). It will be a period of building
and transformation, which we are eager to embrace. Our
exhibitions will commence in a temporary gallery space
in the St. Albert downtown and will conclude in our newly
renovated barrier-free building, the Banque d’Hochelega.

profound changes already underway.

Art Gallery of St. Albert

In 2018 we wholeheartedly celebrate diversity, both in the
community and in the unique voice of the artist. Each
exhibition examines the distinctiveness of artists, how they
observe and represent society, and how they contribute to
the cultural and historical record.
Artists push boundaries, stretch imagination, and both
challenge and engage us immeasurably. They ask important
questions to encourage us to ponder current events, while
observing and recording the constructive and adverse

Art brings us together in celebration, recognizing our
achievements and encouraging us to form strong social
ties. A community prospers from building a vibrant artistic
and cultural atmosphere, which is evident in St. Albert; a
community we are proud to be a part of.
We thank our members, donors, sponsors, community
partners and volunteers for the tremendous support we
receive from them.

Image Credits (clockwise, left to right): Ripples of Loss exhibition view; Leah
Dorion, Turtle Women Drummers (detail), acrylic, megis shells, river rock and
mica flakes on canvas, 30 x 50”, 2010; The Prairies, the Maritimes and a Few Lakes
exhibition view
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Expansion de la Galerie

Le projet de rénovations de la Galerie
d’art de Saint-Albert pour en faciliter l’accès
2017–2018

2

La Banque d’Hochelaga a été construite en 1921 où la Galerie
d’art de Saint-Albert se trouve depuis 2000 quand la Ville
de Saint-Albert l’a acheté. Arts and Heritage Foundation of
St. Albert (AHF) travaillait depuis plusieurs années à rénover
ce bâtiment historique pour qu’il puisse être accessible à tous.
AHF a élaboré un plan en partenariat avec la Ville de SaintAlbert à offrir une galerie sans obstacles ainsi qu’assurer la
conformité aux codes bâtiments modernes. La Ville a promis
soixante-dix pour cent des ressources nécessaires et AHF a
récolté l’autre trente pour cent après des investissements du
Fonds du Canada pour les espaces culturels du Gouvernement
du Canada et Community Facility Enhancement Program du
Gouvernement de l’Alberta.
Sturgess Architecture et David Murray Architect dirigeront
ce projet formidable. Le plan améliorera l’accès au bâtiment
à la mobilité réduite en ajoutant un ascenseur, une rampe

d’accès à l’entrée et une nouvelle salle de bain accessible. Il y a
également une nouvelle galerie au deuxième étage qui créera
davantage d’espace d’exposition, d’éducatif et d’évènementiel
de même qu’ajoutera à l’ambiance inclusive et encourageant
de la Galerie. La Galerie d’art de Saint-Albert sera ravie de vous
accueillir au bâtiment rénové à l’automne 2018.
Funding recognition/Sources de financement

https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/services/
funding/acknowledgement-financial-support.html

Gallery Expansion

Art Gallery of St. Albert Barrier-free Project

The Banque d’Hochelaga was constructed in 1921 and has
been the home of the Art Gallery of St. Albert since 2000
when the City of St. Albert purchased the building located in
the city’s downtown. The Arts and Heritage Foundation of St.
Albert (AHF) has been working to make this historic building
fully accessible to the public for many years.

elevator, and adding a barrier-free washroom. It will also add
to the Gallery’s safe and inspirational community space by
adding a new gallery on the second floor, which will increase
the space available for exhibitions, programming and events.
The Art Gallery of St. Albert will be thrilled to welcome the
public the updated building in the fall of 2018.

In partnership with the City of St. Albert, the AHF created a plan
to make the building barrier-free and comply with modern
building codes. The City pledged 70% of the required funds
and the AHF raised the additional 30% with support from the
Government of Canada’s Cultural Spaces Canada Fund and
the Government of Alberta’s Community Facility Enhancement
Program.
Sturgess Architecture and David Murray Architect are leading
this exciting project. The plan increases access for mobilityimpaired individuals by adding a entry ramp, installing an

2017–2018
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Retinal Circus

Nina Haggerty Centre

The Nina Haggerty Centre for the Arts in Edmonton
provides a supportive environment where people with
developmental disabilities are empowered to become
practicing artists. Supported by a team of professional and
enthusiastic artists, over 200 members of the collective
create art at their own pace and are encouraged to find
their unique voice.

coloured art objects; the halls and workshops are occupied
by enthusiastic artists engaged in production.

February 1–March 31
Opening Reception, February 3, 2:30–5pm

The Nina studio provides its members an outlet for selfexpression and the opportunity to develop their art through
socially inclusive studio programs, with ongoing creative
guidance and inspiration. This busy centre also provides
education to the community regarding the culture, identity
and ability of individuals affected by disability.
The centre is an uproar of activity, and an active hub in the
community. The walls and shelves overflow with brightly

Artists at the Nina work in a variety of mediums: drawing,
painting, clay, fibre, performing arts and more. Subject
matters are far-ranging and the bustling centre radiates the
important message that all community members benefit
from having full access to the arts.
Image Credits (clockwise, left to right): Jaime Laventure, Robot (detail),
linocut print, 15 x 17 cm; Corwin Cherwonka, Undergrowth, ceramic, 4 x 7 x 9 cm;
Amina Pirani, Friendship is Like Glass, mixed media, 45 x 100 cm
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Inside Out

Wei Li

Emerging artist Wei Li’s intricate paintings present a
mixture of complex lexicons. These large oil paintings are
multi-layered, not just in medium, but also in meaning.

Colourful, tangled compositions weave across the
canvas, interlaced with familiar shapes and patterns.
These recognisable forms lure viewers to enter the visual
discourse. Line crosses line, forms run into other forms,
in a conceptual process that is an ongoing exploration
of the complex life of the body – inside and out. The end
result is a hybrid and often visually complicated painting.
These dynamic works express Li’s subjective and emotional
experience living in a socially and ethnically diverse modern
culture, navigating the complexities and contradictions
of society.

April 5–28
Opening Reception, April 7, 2:30–5pm

In 2010, Li immigrated to Edmonton from south-central
China and describes this experience as the fundamental
inspiration in her art practice. Having been raised in China
but educated as a contemporary artist in Canada, her
dual cultural perspective has prompted her to address a
number of creative concerns, the most persistent being her
own hybrid identity – a blend between Eastern and Western
perspective.
In an intuitive process, images are layered and built from
Li’s imagination and subconscious. Structures form like
overcrowded landscapes, taking the shape of internal
human organ-like systems.

Image Credit: Wei Li, Rain or Shine (detail), acrylic and oil on canvas, 24 x 30”,
2017
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High Energy 23

St. Albert High School Art Students

Creativity is a crucial skill in modern times. Engaging with
the arts empowers students to cultivate their own identities
and develop connections and a deeper understanding of the
world around them. Making art also offers a creative outlet for
ongoing expression and reflection.

Participating schools work closely with Gallery staff to curate
an exhibition that blends curriculum-based artworks with new
works created especially for the show. Students collaborate
to produce highly creative installations that both apply their
training and develop their critical and conceptual approaches
to art-making. Students are encouraged to practice their
technical skills as well as confidently explore new methods,
mediums and techniques.

May 3–June 2
Opening Reception, May 3, 6–9pm

Numerous studies show us that students who participate in
challenging arts-based learning perform better in their other
subjects.
With this in mind, Art Gallery of St. Albert (AGSA) launches the
23rd iteration of High Energy, a student-derived exhibition that
showcases the talent of local St. Albert high school students.
This wildly creative and always unpredictable exhibition
demonstrates the exceptional standards of visual art education
provided by St. Albert high schools, praising the efforts of both
students and educators.

High Energy never fails to gather an energetic selection of
works, ranging from photorealistic graphite drawings to mixed
media abstractions.
Participating Schools: Bellerose Composite, École Secondaire
Paul Kane, St. Albert Catholic, École Secondaire Sainte Marguerite
d’Youville, Outreach and Alexander Tache high schools.
Image Credits (clockwise, left to right): Noah Dewitt (Elsa Zahar Memorial
Award Winner 2017), What’s Up, Sharpie on paper, 2017; High Energy 22
exhibition view; Victoria Gorzitza, Bright and Black, 2017; Emily Ray, Mother
Nature (detail), 2017; Jennifer Kolt, City Life, 2017
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Birds, Bees and Ambergris

Gerri Harden

“Certain behaviours of our species make it difficult for other
creatures to survive.” – Gerri Harden

When a sperm whale spews garbage, we are reminded of
the Great Pacific Garbage Patch, a floating mass of garbage
that covers an area two-and-a-half times the size of France.
Close to 90% of all floating marine litter is plastic and the
majority of this matter ends up in the bodies of sea creatures.

June 7–July 28
Opening Reception, June 7, 6–9pm

Edmonton-based interdisciplinary artist, Gerri Harden’s
unusual, yet captivating exhibition, Birds, Bees and Ambergris
fixates on habitat loss, the effects of pesticide use, and
the shocking amounts of non-biodegradable waste in the
oceans.
This inspiring installation-based exhibit takes the visitor
on a journey through a series of created environments.
As visitors advance through the gallery space, hundreds of
life-sized bees scattered on the floor are unavoidable. Their
dead and crushed tiny bodies are harbingers of the imminent threat to the world’s bee population.

Harden has often utilized anthropomorphic animals in her
work to communicate her concerns and ideas. Many of her
sculptural-based artworks are created from recycled materials, adding deeper meaning to the exhibit’s narrative.
Harden hopes that her stylised creatures and messages
resonate with viewers, encouraging them to contemplate
how they might be a part of the solution to these troubling
environmental issues.
Image credit: Gerri Harden, Bees, (installation work in progress)
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Changing the Landscape
August 2–September 8
Opening Reception, August 2, 6–9pm

With the passing of time, human activity transforms the
environment through industry, urbanization, and other
interventions within the natural environment. The artists
featured in this exhibit magnify this narrative through a variety
of channels.

Viktor Brim (born in Uzbekistan) resides in Cologne,
Germany. Brim’s video-based practice centres on narratives
of urbanization, modernization and globalization, examining
tensions within society and within the constructed landscape.
Brim’s time-based video installation, Serious Apparitions,
depicts the spread of urban infrastructure, showing steady but
profound transformation of the environment.
Vancouver-based Jeff Wilson produces images in a distinctive
painterly style. These paintings, drawn from day-to-day
observations, convey the history of growth in urban and

Viktor Brim
Matthew Allan Clarke
Jeff Wilson
commercial areas. The surfaces of the buildings and structures
become rich palettes of texture and colour, dramatizing
presence and absence through their composition.

Matthew Allan Clarke (Edmonton) creates resourceful
sculptures from found and made elements of concrete. Clarke’s
objects mimic architectural form, and explore the creative
potential of a utilitarian building material primarily associated
with the rapid development of cities and roadways. This artistic
response is, in part, intended to lighten the frustrations of
Clarke’s day job (in construction) - frustrations like repetition
and expectation.
Image Credits (clockwise, left to right): Matthew Clarke, Conscious of the
Infinite, concrete, 20 x 20 x 28”, 2015; Jeff Wilson, Back of Hastings, acrylic,
36 x 48”, 2016; Matthew Clarke, Industrial Horizon, concrete, 16 x 16 x 36”,
2015; Jeff Wilson, Commercial Lane, acrylic, 72 x 48”, 2015; Viktor Brim, Serious
Apparitions (still from video installation), 21:27 minute loop, 2017; Viktor Brim,
Serious Apparitions (installation view), 21:27 minute loop, 2017
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Dancing the Earth

Leah Dorion

Leah Dorion is an interdisciplinary Métis artist from Prince
Albert, Saskatchewan. Her vibrant and symbolic paintings
honour the spiritual strength of Indigenous women and the
sacred feminine.

Dorion is a skilled artist and storyteller. Whether on the
gallery wall or in the numerous books she has illustrated,
her lively art creates a compelling visual dialogue and a
potent spiritual expression.

Symbol systems are predominant in Indigenous art and are
a powerful and dynamic way to pass historical and spiritual
knowledge forward through generations. Dorion applies
them in her art to convey a variety of important cultural
teachings. Incorporating a range of mediums such as
beads, birch bark, river rock, and shells, Dorion shares her
Métis heritage through joyful, tactile contemporary works.
Rich, celebratory narratives pay homage to her First Nations
and Métis women ancestors, sharing stories through active,
intriguing imagery.

“Dancing the Earth celebrates the beauty of the earth and
the Energy of life that abounds within this great circle of life.”
- Leah Dorion

October 6–November 10
Opening Reception and Grand Reopening
of Art Gallery of St. Albert, October 6

Image Credits (clockwise, left to right): Leah Dorion, Picking Saskatoons,
acrylic on canvas with mica flakes and beads, 24 x 36”, 2009; Leah Dorion,
Michif Horsewomen, acrylic on canvas with mica flakes and beads, 36 x 24”,
2012; Leah Dorion, Higher Consciousness, acrylic on canvas with mica flakes,
36 x 36”, 2016; Leah Dorion, Dancing Women, acrylic on canvas with mica flakes,
60 x 48”, 2007
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Guilded: Around the Block

St. Albert Place Visual Arts Council

November 15–January 26
Opening Reception, November 24, 2:30–5pm
The exciting and wide-ranging biennial exhibition, Guilded,
showcases works created by members of the St. Albert
Place Visual Arts Council (SAPVAC). The exhibition boasts
vibrant works from each of the five guilds: St. Albert Potters
Guild, Painter’s Guild, Floral Art Society, Quilters’ Guild and
Paper Arts Guild.
In 2018 the artists take a close look at what’s around them,
taking their inspiration from people, places, and locations
of personal significance to them. These works focus on
the beauty in everyday life, both home and away. We can
expect to see classic themes such as the splendour of the
Sturgeon River and other natural areas, focal St. Albert
landmarks and scenes that we know and love, as well as

works that express the natural and urban landscapes these
artists have recently explored.
Each artist will share their unique perspective on
what’s “around the block”, giving us a glimpse of their
neighbourhood, insights from their community, or scenes
from their travels.
Image Credits (clockwise, left to right): Members of the St. Albert Paper
Arts Guild, A River Runs with Paper, installation; paper, wood and wax, 2016;
Carol Johnson, Overflow, oil on canvas, 48 x 30”, 2016; Cynthia Tang-Yeh, Blue
Raku, raku, 2016; Elene Hartman, raku and ceramic works, 2016; Rachelle
LeBlanc, Mail’s Here, red earthenware with porcelain slip, 2016; Selena Elniski,
A Rusty Mantra from River Whispers, paper, 2016; Members of the St. Albert
Quilters’ Guild, Memorial Quilt: Sunshine and Shadows, fibre, 2016

17

Programming

Fundraiser
Light Up the Night! 28th Annual Fundraiser
February 24, 2018, 6:30pm

18

Art Gallery of St. Albert is proud to present a variety of
artistic programs, activities, and community outreach
opportunities to people of all ages.
Check our website and brochures for upcoming events
and join us soon to cultivate your creative side!
http://artgalleryofstalbert.ca/learning/

Location: St. Albert Place (Foyer and studios)
The future is bright! Light Up the Night and support Gallery
programs, exhibitions, and upcoming projects.
Join us for a night that promises fun and creative
experiences. Your ticket includes a variety of hands-on art
activities and art demonstrations - all inspired by light!
Learn more or buy tickets online:
http://artgalleryofstalbert.ca/exhibitions-events/
fundraisers/
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Message from the Curator
Joanne White

To keep pace with our changing world, exhibitions this year will
be a balance of entertainment, beauty and education. Exploring
a wider worldview will hopefully teach us about compassion for
the experiences of others and help us to understand who we
are.
Our first exhibition in January is about food; A Taste of Science
looks at the world of food preservation and the yuckier side of
what happens when food goes bad.
In the spring, we are honoured to host an exhibition on artist
Carey Newman’s Witness Blanket Project. Carey gathered a
reflective and inspiring collection of fragments from residential
schools, which speak to the number of broken pieces in
need of repair and healing. Alongside the exhibition on the
Witness Blanket Project, we are featuring FORGET-ME-NOT,
MÉTIS ROSE, the stunning art of Lisa Sheppard and Kristi
Bridgeman, who create painted and beaded pieces honouring
their ancestor, Suzette Swift.

In June we open Take Your Best Shot. This is our 8th year of
fantastic photos by our local youth. The 2018 theme is “My
St. Albert”. We’re excited to have guest curators and collectors
Bill and Michelle Tracey return in August. In Their Footsteps is a
spectacular selection of Western Canadian Aboriginal footwear
made by both traditional and contemporary artists.
Our final exhibition, Alberta and the Great War, is the last in
our series commemorating the 100th anniversary of the First
World War. We will be adding local content and artifacts to the
storyline created by the Provincial Archives of Alberta.
New displays in the St. Albert History Gallery:
December 2017: Amazing Lego creations
March: Residential Schools: Some commonly asked questions
July: New immigration stories
September: Edmonton Opera collection–18th and early 19th
century costumes
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A Taste of Science – La science a bon gout!

A bilingual travelling exhibition from the Canada Agriculture and Food Museum
January 16–March 25
Come and experience the fun in fungi! A Taste of
Science is an interactive exhibition that engages all
your senses. It explores the role science plays in
preserving our food and keeping it safe. You’ll find
lots on the menu to feed your mind and imagination.
As you wander through giant food containers, you’ll
learn about different ways food is preserved and
discover what processes make food spoil. If you’re
really brave, you can even smell different types of
food that have spoiled!
The different sections in the exhibition look at fungi,
germs, microbes, fermentation and the way we package our food. Components contain touch screens,
interactive activities and games for the whole family.

Science is part of everything we do. This exhibition
gives us the opportunity to look more deeply into
how scientific processes affect our everyday lives.
With more knowledge, we can better understand
and manage our relationship with the world of
science. A Taste of Science was created by the Canada
Agriculture and Food Museum, part of the Ingenium
group, established to preserve and share Canada’s
story of scientific and technological heritage.

Image Credits (left to right): Exhibition images courtesy of the
Canada Agriculture and Food Museum
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Witness Blanket Project
April 3–June 3

This exhibition about the Witness Blanket Project is a story
that comes from the heart, mind and hands of master
carver Carey Newman (Ha-yalth-kingeme). “Being of
British, Kwagiulth and Salish descent, Carey has been able
to draw upon each of these cultures for his inspiration.”
Witness: Pieces of History Inspiration Statement
Carey Newman
“Strewn in the wake of the Indian Residential Schools are
an immeasurable number of broken or damaged pieces.
These fragmented cultures, crumbling buildings, segments
of language, and grains of diminished pride are often
connected only by the common experience that created
them. Imagine those pieces, symbolic and tangible,
woven together in the form of a blanket. A blanket made
from pieces of residential schools, churches, government
buildings, and cultural structures.

A blanket where the story of each piece is as important to its
construction as the wood and screws that hold it together.
A blanket with the sole purpose of standing in eternal
witness to the effects of the Indian Residential School era–
the system created and run by churches and the Canadian
government to “take the Indian out of the child”. Left alone,
these pieces may be forgotten, lost, buried, or worse, be
uncomfortable reminders that leave painful impressions
on the minds and hearts of those who recognize what they
represent. Individually, they are paragraphs of a disappearing narrative. Together they are strong and formidable,
collectively able to recount for future generations the true
story of loss, strength, reconciliation and pride.”
Image Credits (clockwise, left to right): Images courtesy of Carey Newman
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“FORGET-ME-NOT, MÉTIS ROSE”

Collaborative works by Lisa Shepherd and Kristi Bridgeman
April 3–June 3
Through the eyes of their Métis ancestor, Suzette (Chalifoux)
Swift, two artists interpret the endemic flora and fauna of
their ancestral lands in northern Alberta.
“When her art found her relatives, the land called them home.”
Lisa Shepherd and Kristi Bridgeman, Métis artists,
met serendipitously through an artist group, where they
exchanged stories of family and ancestry. As they pieced
together their stories, they began to realize their connection
through their common ancestor. The combination of Lisa
Shepherd’s exquisite beadwork with Kristi Bridgeman’s
stunning and meticulous painting is exceptional.

Recently, the two artists have been inspired by Suzette’s
connections to the Edmonton and St. Albert areas. Suzette
attended residential school in St. Albert. She was also a
member of the Papaschase Band, becoming one of 84 people known as the “Edmonton Stragglers” who were struck
from the band list in 1880. She later married Lewis Swift
and settled in Jasper.
Image Credits (left to right): Métis Rose II, Kristi Bridgeman & Lisa Shepherd;
Mossbag, Snowshoe hare & Spring Wildflowers, Kristi Bridgeman & Lisa Shepherd;
paskkwâwmostosak pê taksinak kâwiy, Kristi Bridgeman & Lisa Shepherd
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Take Your Best Shot
Youth Digital Photo Contest
June 12–August 12

This is our 8th annual youth photo contest and
exhibition. Each year we receive a wonderful, creative
and inspiring collection of entries. Last year, nearly
4400 people came to see photos on the theme “My
Canada”, commemorating the 150th anniversary of
Confederation. This year we’ve brought it back home
with the theme “My St. Albert”.

Over the last eight years, nearly 300 students have
had the opportunity to show their photographs in a
professional exhibition. Many of them have also received generous gift certificates sponsored by McBain
Camera. It has been wonderful to watch their talent
grow as they continue to participate year after year.

What does St. Albert mean to you? What are the places
that define our community and what do you want to
show the world about your city and your home?

Image Credits (left to right): Katie, Grade 11, Take Your Best Shot, 2016;
Miguel, Grade 8, Take Your Best Shot, 2016; Pardis, Grade 6, Take Your Best
Shot, 2017; Jordan, Grade 8, Take Your Best Shot, 2016; Holly, Grade 12,
Take Your Best Shot, 2017

These are the questions we asked to inspire the students.
Not only do they respond through their photographs,
but they also tell us, in a written statement, why they
chose their subjects. Their perspectives and insights
add a fascinating layer to their work.
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In Their Footsteps

A Century of Aboriginal Footwear in the Canadian West
August 21–October 21
Following the success of their 2015 exhibition at the museum, Wuskwiy, Waskway: From Berry Baskets to Souvenirs,
we are delighted to once again work with guest curators,
Bill and Michelle Tracy.
In Their Footsteps will be a selection of footwear, emphasizing the diversity, innovation and creativity of artistic
expression found in the strong traditions of the Dené,
Cree and Métis people of Western Canada.
The moccasins, leggings, slippers, boots and mukluks
come from the extensive Tracy collection and the
Scott Robertson collection, as well as the Musée’s own
beadwork collection. Established by his father in 1967,
Scott Robertson now runs the Robertson Trading
Company in La Ronge, Saskatchewan. T. Alex Robertson
opened the business as a fur trading post and the family

has acquired many spectacular items from local bead
and leather artists.
This promises to be a colourful and inspiring exhibition
featuring several known makers and their stories. The
work will span several generations of craft, including
some contemporary examples.
Image Credits (left to right): Artifacts from In Their Footsteps exhibition
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Alberta and the Great War
October 30–December 30

In 2014, the Provincial Archives of Alberta created this
exhibition “to commemorate the centennial anniversary of
the First World War… dedicated to how the war affected
Albertans on all fronts. Historical memorabilia such as
photographs, letters and newspapers transport the visitor
to the Great War era.”
The panel exhibition will provide the basis for us to add
stories and artifacts that speak to the specific experiences
of St. Albert residents. Five topics are covered in the text:
The Western Front, Women in the War, The Home Front,
Opposition and Oppression, and The Aftermath. We shall
look at each of these topics and learn how this earthshattering global event affected the town, the province and
the country.

Our own artifacts and archival items will add to the overall
story, helping us to remember the impact of the First World
War on those who participated and the generations that
followed.
Image Credits (left to right): Cavalrymen of the 19th Alberta Dragoons
advance during the final Allied offensive, 1918. Provincial Archives of Alberta
- PR1965.0023/1; Canadian infantry goes over the top, ca. 1916. Provincial
Archives of Alberta - PR1965.0023/1; Canadian infantryman coming off of the
front line, ca. 1916. Provincial Archives of Alberta - PR1965.0023/1
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Special Events
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The Musee Heritage Museum offers seasonal tours and unique programs
for all ages at the St. Albert Heritage sites. Admission is by donation.
St. Albert Grain Elevator Park Hours
May 19–September 3: Wednesday–Sunday and Holiday Mondays from
10am–5pm
Father Lacombe Chapel Hours
May 15–September 3: Daily from 10am–5pm
Special Events
The Food Trucks are Coming: Sunday, June 17 (Father’s Day) from 1–5pm
and Friday, August 31 from 4–8pm at St. Albert Grain Elevator Park
Canada Day: Sunday, July 1 from 12–4pm at St. Albert Grain Elevator Park,
Little White School and Father Lacombe Chapel
Harvest Festival: Sunday, September 16 from 12–4pm at St. Albert Grain
Elevator Park
Remembrance Day: Sunday, November 11 from 9am–1pm at the Musée
Héritage Museum

Programming
The Musée Héritage Museum provides a wide variety of programs and learning opportunities for adults and children of all
ages!
Community programs at the museum are open year round for
children, families, youth, seniors and adults. Spring Break and
holiday programs, as well as badge programs for Guide and
Scout groups are also available.
Curriculum-based school programs complement and integrate
the Alberta curriculum with hands-on, minds-on activities that
bring cultural history to life, provoke discussions, and enrich
learning. Programs are held at the Musée Héritage Museum,
Little White School, Father Lacombe Chapel and the St. Albert
Grain Elevator Park. Outreach programs are also offered, with
workshops taking place at schools.
Visit our website at www.museeheritage.ca to learn more.
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